keep this ancient devotion alive and well.
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A retired school teacher feeds the birds and tends her
garden every day in New Hope, Kentucky. Friendly and
hospitable, she would be the first to invite you in for a cup of
tea or a bowl of ice cream. Few know that her efforts to
promote the Angelic Warfare Confraternity have helped
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Mary Janetatos joined the Dominican Lay
Fraternity of the Immaculate Conception in the
mid-1980s. The chapter met at the Dominican
House of Studies in Washington, D.C. and had
always seen the benefits of promoting the Angelic
Warfare Confraternity. She says the Confraternity
is “a special effort to promote the virtue of
chastity, a virtue that can only be lived by the
grace of our Lord and the intercession of our Lady
and the saints. Among the saints, one of the most
powerful intercessors for those who desire to live
chastely is St. Thomas Aquinas.”

After decades of dedication to teaching the faith
and to the pro-life cause, including establishing a
chapter of Catholics United for Life, Mary moved to
New Hope, KY and joined the St. Martin de Porres
Lay Dominican Community which serves as the
enrollment center for the Confraternity under the
direction of Fr. Stephen-Dominic Hayes, O.P.

Mary took on the role of ensuring that the names
of new members were entered into the official
enrollment book of the Confraternity. In doing this,
she recognized the great need to make others
aware of the importance of and the growing
interest in the Confraternity. At nearby St. Rose
Priory, Mary would often stop after daily Mass and
talk about the Confraternity with Fr. Hayes.

She eventually decided to make a courtesy call on
the Dominican Provincial to express her hope for
the future of the Confraternity, and armed herself
with some special gifts from Kentucky — bourbon
fudge made at the nearby Abbey of Gethsemani
and homemade bourbon balls. Even after having
been told that a meeting with the Provincial
during that time would be impossible — Fr.
Dominic Izzo is known as “the flying scapular” —
she decided to continue with the trip. As feared, he
was not there to see her, but the next best thing
happened. Mary entrusted both the gifts and her
hopes to his secretary and, in her usual way,
prayed and entrusted everything else to the Lord,
the Blessed Mother and to St. Thomas!

Mary was thrilled when Fr. Stephen-Dominic
Hayes was eventually appointed as the new
spiritual director for the AWC. This opened the
doors to further growth. Since that time, the
Confraternity has enrolled many new members,
enjoyed a partnership with speaker and author
David Hajduk, created its own web page
(www.angelicwarfare.org) and begun this very e-
newsletter to serve as an encouragement to all
members!

Thank you, Mary J., for the prayers, effort and
commitment you have made and continue to make
to the Angelic Warfare Confraternity!
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The Story of Ry )
St. Tarcisius . () .& A Sectio

Written by Miranda Hajduk

t. What

Imagine a world where professing a belief in Christ, or even ernity to me?"
wearing a cross around your neck, would result in your

execution. In the security of the catacombs, with Roman - Mrs. Wonder
soldiers marching through the forum above your head, Mass

would be celebrated in secret. Afterwards, deacons would AWC
bring the Host to those Christians in prison. One time,
however, there was no deacon, and so a young boy was
called upon. His name was Tarcisius. Clutching the Host
beneath his toga, the twelve-year-old boy ran through the
streets of the city, turning the corners and taking the
shortcuts he knew so well. On the way, however, he was = )
stopped by a group of pagan boys, playmates of his, who . !1V1ng God’s p_lan_ for love and sex.
wanted him to play with them - however, upon discovering It kS sexual purity in th.ought, word,
that he was a Christian, they began to beat him and try to desire, and deed, and it empowers
take the Host from him. Clutching it desperately, Tarcisius us to love authentically. As a result,
died defending his Lord. Yet when the boys opened his itis a virtue for everyone! Of course,
hands, when they searched his clothing and all over the the ways a single person, a married
cobblestone street, they could not find the Host. Tarci person, and a priest or religious
gave his life protecting the Body of Christ from defile “live out” the virtue of chastity
Would we give our lives to protect our bodies, the differ. For the married person, it
Christ, from the defilement of impurity? involves being faithful in thought,
word and deed to your spouse, and
being open to life in your conjugal

iSs a means of

us graces for living the
of chastity. The virtue of
is not simply a virtue for the
arried, or a vow that priests and
ligious take. Chastity, simply put,

/” Mtd t/blcf on FINDING OF THE relations. However, whether young
CHILD JESUS IN or old, unmarried or married, lay

THE TEMPLE person or priest/religious — we are

tk Pﬂ&’d/‘? all assaulted by messages and

images that would lead us astray
from chaste living. It seems clear to
me that we could all benefit from
the graces that the AWC can offer.
That's precisely why I joined as a
married man (with five children at
the time) and I have been flooded
with so many graces that I truly

As the family continues to suffer in modern society, the
current culture would lead us to understand the Finding
of Jesus in the Temple as a yelling match between Mary
and Jesus, where Jesus wins. Yet, this is so far from the
truth. After all, how could the Ever-Virgin Mother of God
and the Word-made-flesh sin? Both were pure and spot-
less, and their Immaculate and Sacred Hearts reveal a
virginity which is much more than just physical. Rather,

their virginity affects the whole of their lives and mani- believe I am a better husband and a
fests itself through a purity of heart. And so in this mys- better father — indeed, a better
tery, we shouldn't interpret the situation as so many are disciple of Jesus Christ — because of
wont to do today. Rather, we should attempt to under- it!

stand the relationship between parent and child with a

pure and virginal heart. ) .
Questions answered by David Hajduk.

Submit your questions for consideration to
david@angelicwarfare.org.

Written by Br. Peter Martyr Joseph, O.P.




